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aS “ss PROCEEDINGS | 3 5A : 
_* sa | OF THE | | 
ANN UAL TOWN MEETIN G, 
IN. CLAREMONT, | 
March 9 and 10, 1852. 
Dieoexes—— 


At a legal Town Meeting, duly notified and held at Claremont, 
in the County of Sullivan, on Tuesday the 9th day of March, in 


the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, 
_ the following officers were chosen: 


FOR MODERATOR. 


Nathan Waldo. | ee 
. TOWN CLERK. 3 : 
Josiah Stevens. ; 
| SELECTMEN, 
William Rossiter, Alvah Stevens, Solon C. Grannis. 
REPRESENTATIVES. 


= spare Putnam, Charles Young, Charles F. Poe 


TOWN TREASURER. 
William Rossiter. 4 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Rev. J. D. Pierce. 
_ SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 
. Gapree R, Lathe. 
COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL LANDS AND LIT. FUND. f a Lea 
_ Albro Blodgett, Thos. J. Harris, Ambrose Cossit. - che 
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FENCE VIEWERS. 
Edward Ainsworth, Caleb Dean jr. Abner Stowell. 
CONSTABLES, ) 
Oscar J. Brown, Alfred Burrill, Geo. W. Redfield. 
- AUDITORS, 
Chas. M. Bingham, Samuel C. Bailey, Thos. J. Harris. 
SURVEYORS OF LUMBER. | 
Henry Fitch, Orlando Newton, Leonard P. Fisher. 
MEASURERS OF WOOD. 


Geo. W. Redfield, Orlando Newton, Luther Brown, Lewis 
Perry, Daniel F. Maynard. 


HOG-REEVES. 
Geo. R. Lathe, Edward W. Woodell, Joseph Weber. 


POUND KEEPER. 


Seth Paul. 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 
The Selectmen. 


HIGHWAY SURVEYORS, 
To be appointed by the Selectmen. 


Voted, To raise the sum required by law, for the support of 
Schools. 

Voted, That the School money be divided as follows :—§ 40 
to each District, the remainder according to the scholars. 

Voted, That the interest of the Literary Fund be applied to the 
support of Schools. 

Voted, To raise $1,500 for repairing highways and bridges. 

Voted, To raise $ 2,000 for re-building bridges in the village, — 
and authorizing the Selectmen to borrow such further sum as is — 
necessary, not exceeding. $ 1,500. | 

State Tax for the present year, $1160,60. County Tax for the © 
present year, $ . | 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE SELECTMEN. 
Alvah Stevens, Collector of Taxes. 
Jonas Livingston, Chief Engineer. 2 
ge ‘ Assistant Engineers, | . 
; Leonard P. Fisher, ‘Aurelius Dickinson, James P. Brewer, 
Jonathan Miner, Lewis Perry, Henry Patten, Thos. Ayeis. 
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VOTES FOR STATE AND COUNTY OFFICERS. 
VOTES FOR GOVERNOR: | REGISTER OF DEEDS. 
Thomas E. Sawyer 306 | Calvin Wilcox, 276 
Noah Martin, ©’ —-—-208 John Town, 240 
John Atwood, 59 | Lewis Howard, 58 

Sea dihiey ein RAIL-ROAD COMMISSIONERS. 
: 209 
James Batcheller, 364 ad ee 306 
: ph Sawyer, 
Goons MEnHAE\on, 209 | Gilbert Wadleigh, 58 
SENATOR, ROAD COMMISSIONERS, 

Benjamin F. Sawyer, | 275 | Bela Nettleton, 209 
A. B. Williamson, 241 | Martin Chase, 209 
Ebenezer Cole, 58 |Jonathan H. Dickey, 207 
Jonathan E. Rowell, 307 

TREASURER. William S. Deming, 306 

John M. Glidden, 308 

Charles M. Bingham, 306 | Daniel R. Hall, 57 
Granville Gilmore, 208 | James Sperry, 56 
Amasa Hall, 58 /J. B. Hovey, : 57 


FINANCIAL REPORT. 


The undersigned, Auditors of the town of Claremont, for the 
fiscal year ending March 9, 1852, having attended to the duties 
assigned them and found the accounts of the Selectmen, Treasurer 
and other town officers correctly cast and properly vouched, would 
submit the following 


REPORT. 
Balance in the Treasury, March 10, 1851, $ 1524 57 
Received into the Treasury, as follows: ‘ 
Outstanding School Land rents, Mareh 10, 1851, 8 56 
For use of the Town-house, 46 75 
State apportionment of Rail-road Tax for 1850, 358 59 
State apportionment of Rail-road Tax for 1851, 203 19 
From the Town Farm, per B. F. Rice, Agent, * 802 
From G. H. Stevens, for work done by Mrs. Viren 1 50 
State apportionment of Literary Fund, 139 05 
From the State, for bounties on crows, 95 30 
For Caravan and Circus Licenses, per Selectmen, 100 00. 
Rent of land, per Phillemon Tolles, 2 50 © 


Uriel Dean, refunded on expense of inquest of E. Robbins, 1 75 
From Commi. on School Lands, A. Blodgett, chairman, 184 56 


On Tax Bill of 1850, per A. Stevens, on abatement, 1 35 
On Tax Bill of 1850, balance, © : 10 00 
On Tax Bill of 1850, balance, 80 00 
On Tax Bill of 1851, per A. Stevens, Collector, 4516 95 
For Wool sold from the Poor Farm, 28 31 
From the County, on Pauper account, 501 77 
From the State, on Military account, 104 00 

3 $7916 72 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


Paid out of the Treasury, as follows : 
TOWN OFFICERS. 


Thos. J. Harris, for services as Auditor, 1850, 5 00 
Edward L. Goddard, do. do. 3 00 
Geo. W. Blodgett, do. do. 3 00 
Ambrose Cossit, do. 1849, 3 00 
Ambrose Cossit, for services as Comm. on School 

Lands, 1849, 2 00 
Albro Blodgett, for services as Comm. on School 


Lands, 1851, 5 00 
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Albro Blodgett, for services as Selectman, 114 00 
William Rossiter, do. do. , ~ QOL 75 
Daniel S. Bowker, do. do. 75 "15 

281 50 
Josiah Stevens, for services as Town Clerk, 28 81 
William Rossiter, do. Town Treasurer, 20 00 
William Rossiter, do. Overseer of Poor, 20 00 

68 81 
Alvah Stévens, for services as Collector, 87 50 
William M. Ladd, for services as Superintending 
School Committee, 35 00 

Nathaniel Tolles, do. 37 50 
M. C. McClure, do. 35 25 

107 75 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Alfred Burrill, for ringing bell, 
James Barker, do. 


Alfred Burrill, for services as Sexton, 
James Barker, do. 


S. W. Dearborn, for pauper notice, 
ee W. Blodgett, for Hose Carriage, 
do. repairing Hose, 


do. painting Engine No. 1, 
do. repairs and postage, 
OF a1 
Bounties on crows, per Wm. Rossiter, 95 30 
Henry Rugg, for wood, oil and oiling hose, 3 25 
Samuel B. Locke, for damage of carriage, 10 00 
Claremont Manuf’ g Company, for printing, 31 48 
Young & Brewster, do. 5 00 
36 48 
Wm. B. Henry, hinge to old Cemetery gate, 50 
Albro Blodgett, expenses at Newport, stationery 
and postage, 4 23 
Thos. Whipple, surveying town line, per Wm. | 
Rossiter, 3 05 
For use of Room at Tremont House, for Selectmen 
and Auditors, 2 00 
PAUPERS. 
On Pauper account, 800 52 
| MILITIA, 
On Militia account, 101 00 


* : 
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ENGINE MEN 
Compensation to Engine Men, 141 00 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. | 
For repairing highways and bridges, 309 24 
SCHOOL-HOUSES. 
For building and repairing School-houses, &c. 1003 56 
' TAXES. R 
For abatement of taxes, : | 90 55 
NEW ROADS. ° 
For land damages and building new roads. 5 00 
SCHOOLS. 
Paid for Public Schools, as follows : 
District No. 1 No. of Scholars, 178 | $ 329 04 
2 ee 67 142 56 
3 de 30 80 40 
4 me 65 139 20 
5 s 70 147 60 
6 * 47 — 108 96 
" “ 52 117 36— 
8 be 39 “95 52 
9 a 63 135 84 
10 o 21 | 65 28 
I] “e 30 80 40 
12 ee alae 63 60 
Pe “ 22 66 96 
44 * 22 66 96 
15 ies ~ 109 _ 2138 12 
16 ec 30 00 
wird ag ip 242 436 56 
18 RS. 56 124 08 
19 a 26 73 68 
2517 12 
Paid sundry Districts outstanding orders, 145 20 
2662 32 
Deduct amount due Districts No. 9 and 16, less 
$10, overdrawn by Dist. No. 6, 105 84 
———— 2556 48 
5873 89 — 
Balance now in the Treasury, 2042 83 
$ 7916 72 ; 
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TOWN FARM. 


Having also examined the operations at the Town Farm, for 
the preceding financial year, as exhibited to us by the Selectmen, 
the result we condense as follows :. 


Amount of personal property, as per appraisal, March, 


1851, 1384 54 
Amount of cash drawn froi the Treasury, 800 52 
Interest on the cost of the farm, 228 00 
Received from the County, reported as due last year, 20 00 

. 2433 06 - 
Amount of personal property, as per appraisal, 

March, 1852, 1420 00 
Amount received from the County, and paid into 

the Treasury, 501 77 
Amount from other sources, 39 68 
Amount of outstanding claims, 9°75 

; . 1971 20 

Balance against the Farm, 451 86 

Add the services of Overseer, __ 20 00 

The aggregate net cost of supporting the Poor, is $ 471 86 
: RECAPITULATION. 

Balance now in the Treasury, 2042 83 

Deduct amount due District No. 9, 85 84 

Leaving a surplus of $3 1956 99 


without any liability on the part of the Town, except to the Lit- 
eray Fund, of the annual interest thereon. 


THOS. J. HARRIS, ye 
ALBERT M. BILLINGS, ¢§ 7“0"°S: 


REPORT -» 


OF THE SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL. COMMITTEE. 


The Superintending School Committee of Claremont for the year ending March 9th, 
1852, in compliance with their official duty, would respectfully submit the following 
REPORT. 


The first business of your committee consisted of the examination of teachers for the 
summer schools. The time fixed on forthe examination was on the 3d, 10th and 17th 
of May. We had an examination of the teachers of the winter schools on the 8th, 22d 
and 29th of November. 


CONDITION OF SCHOOLS. 
DISTRICT No. 1, 


George W. Blodgett, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this 
district, $329,04. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 178 —The school 
in this district is divided into principal and primary. ‘The principal department during 
the summer term was under tke instruction of Miss E. 8. Crark. Length of school 
fourteen weeks. Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 45; average attend- 
ance, 25. Number of scholars under 16 years of age, 42; number over 16, 3. This 
teacher is an excellent disciplinarian, and gave good instruction relative to the various 
branches taught. Her pupils conducted with much propriety while we were present. 

The primary department was taught during both the summer and winter terms by 
Miss L. D. Lapp. Miss Ladd has had the charge of two schools in this town for five 
sessions, which is a much higher encomium than any thing which we might say in her 
behalf. Number of scholars in summer attending school two weeks, 60; average attend- 
ance, 41.. Whole number in winter, 63; average attendance, 43. 

Mr. J. D. Pierce was teacher during the winter term in the principal department, who 
fully sustained his previous well-earned reputation of being a model teacher—possessing 
in a very high degree the happy faculty of presenting to his students all subjects connect- 
ed with common school education, in an easy, interesting and efficient manner. Length 
of school fourteen weeks. Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 60; average 
attendance, 47. Number of scholars under 16 years of age, 49; over 16,11. Number of 
visits by prudential committee and citizens, during the year, in this district, 97. 


DISTRICT No. 2. 


Matthew D. Proctor, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this 
district, $ 142,56. Number of scholars 1s enumerated by the selectmen, 67.—This school 
was under the care of Miss UrsuLta A. SANBORN during its summerterm. Miss Sanborn 
will rank with our best teachers. Her scholars were well disciplmed, and evinced good 
improvement. Length of school 15 weeks. Number of scholars attending school two 
weeks, 40 ; average attendance 30. 

Mr. CarroLtt W. Psasopy kept the school in the winter for a term of 12 weeks.— 
Number of scholars attending schoo) two weeks, 50; average attendance, 39. Number 
of scholars under 16 years of age, 47; over 16,3. Mr. Peabody gave general satisfaction 
to his employers, and the improvement made by his scholars was commendable. Number 
of visits by prudential committee and citizens, during the year, 12. 


DISTRICT No. 3. 


Curtis C. Cook, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 80,40. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 30 —The school in this 
district was taught in the summer by Miss E. M. Goopwin. An unfortunate disagree- 
ment between this teacher and some ofthe citizens of the district greatly impaired the 
usefulness of the school. Your committee on investigation did not find the causes of those 
difficulties sufficient to permit them to dismiss the teacher. The progress of the scholars 
was as good as could be expected under the circumstances. Length of school 12 weeks. 
Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 21; number between 4 and 14 not attend- 
ing any where, 5. 

The winter term was taught by Miss M. A. Jones. The school under her care appear- 
ed well, and the scholars made good improvement. Length of school 14 weeks. Number 
of scholars attending school two weeks, 29; average attendance, 20. Number of visits 
by prudential committee, 4; by citizens, 2. . 


DISTRICT No. 4. 


George G. Lewis, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 139,20. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 65. The summer term 
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of 16 weeks was taught by Miss Saran N. Grannis, who succeeded admirably in gain- 
ing the affection of her pupils and maintaining good order. The recitations in Geography 
and Arithmetic were good. Number of schvlars attending school two weeks, 42. Num- 
ber of scholars under yen of age, 33; over 16, 9. : 

The winter term was under the instruction of Mr. Wm. Battocu, who had charge of 
the same school the winter previous. We visited the school the second week and found 
so much noise and whispering as to require reproof. At the examination the appearance 
was much improved. ‘The second class read well, and some of the other exercises were 
commendable. Length of school 15 weeks. Number of scholars attending school two 
weeks, 60; average attendance, 45. Number of scholars under 16 years ef age, 54; over 
16,8. Number of visits by prudential committee, 2; by citizens, 8. 


DISTRICT No. 5. 


Henry S. Smith, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 147,60. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 70.—Summer term kept 
by Miss FanNIE PaRKER. Miss Parker was an able teacher, and with a little more tact 
at discipline, would be classed with the best. Length of school 14 weeks. Number of 
scholars attending school two weeks, 42; average attendance, 30. 

The winter school was instructed by Mr. Jounw MitcuEeun. Length of school 14 weeks. 
Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 48; average attendance, 35. Number 
under 16 years of age, 40; over 16, 8. This teacher as heretofore succeeded in giving 
good satisfaction to his employers. That portion of his school which were punctual in 
their attendance, made very fine improvement; while a number, who were only occa- 
sionally there, learned but very little. 


DISTRICT No. 6. 


Hollibut Buckman, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this dis- 
trict, $108,96. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 47.-—Miss JANE 
LaBaREE had charge of this school the summer term. The instructions were faithfully 
and practically imparted by the teacher, and attentively and profitably listened to by the 
scholars ; and, as a natural result, good improvement was made. Miss Labaree ranks 
high as a teacher. Length of school 14 weeks. Number of scholars attending school 
two weeks, 27. Number of scholars under 16 years of age, 27. 

Mr. Sanpvers had charge of the winter school the first six anda half weeks. We visit- 
ed it at the commencement, and the indications were that it would be a good school; but 
subsequently some of the scholars, desirous of notoriety, disturbed its harmony, and the 
teacher left without any investigation being made. The remaining six weeks was taught 
by Mr. Lucten Jackson, who succeeded well in gaining the attention of the scholars and 
satisfying the inhabitants. Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 41; average 
attendance, 31.. Number of scholars under 16 years of age,.33; over 16, 8. No visits 
were made by prudential committee during the year; only 4 by the citizens. 


DISTRICT No. 7. 


Daniel 8S. Bowker, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$117,386. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 52.—Miss H. M. Han- 
.DERSON, teacher of the summer school. The instruction of this school was able, and the 
improvement good. Length of school 12 weeks. Number of scholars attending school 
ot) MA aa 25; average attendance, 21. Number between 4 and 14 not attending any 

ere, 4. 

Thie winter term was taught by Mr. Tra N. Barnes. Mr. Barnes was very successful 
as a teacher, and his school was among the bestin town. The citizens of this district 
do much to aid their teachers in discharging their duties. Length of school 12 weeks.— 
Number of scholars attending schoo] two weeks, 36; average. attendance, 27. Number 
of visits by prudential committee during the year, 3; by citizens, 12. 


DISTRICT No. 8. 


John Hathaway, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 95,52. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 39.—This school was in- 
structed in the summer by Miss Fanny E. Marxu. The instruction, discipline and im- 
provement of this school were satisfactory. Length of school 16 weeks. Number of 
scholars-attending school two weeks, 29; average attendance, 18. 

The winter term was under the charge of Mr G. W. Fay. This school made fair 
progress in the studies pursued. Length of schoo! 11 weeks. Number of scholars attend- 
ing school two weeks, 24; average attendance, 17. Number under 16 years of age, 20; 
over 16,4. Number of visits during the year, by the prudential committee and citizens, 12. 


DISTRICT No. 


Edward Ainsworth, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this dis- 
trict, $135,84. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 63.—Teacher for the 
summer term, Miss MARY ANN AINSWoRTH. This school was well managed, and good 
improvement made particularly in reading and spelling. Length of school 14 weeks.— 
coer ee scholars attending school two weeks, 34. Number under 16 years of age, 33 ; 
over 16,1, 
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The winter school was tanght by Mr. Thomas WHIPPLE, an experienced and successful 
teacher. The order was good, and the improvement truly praiseworthy Length of 
echool 14 weeks. Number of scholars :ttending school two weeks, 52; average attend- 
ance, 45. Number of scholars under 16 years of age. 44; over16, 8. Number of visits 
made by the citizens during the year. 22 ; by prudential committee, 1. 


DISTRICT No. 10. 


. W. H. Ford, prudential commiitee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 65,28. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 21—The summer and 
winter terms of this school were taught by female teachers, viz: Miss MARTHA A.GRANNIS 
and Miss EvrzaBetH EK. Demine. Length of Miss Grannis’ schooi, 11 weeks. The 
order in this school was good, and the improvement made in the branches of study pur- 
sued was also good. Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 14; average at- 
tendance, 11. Length of Miss Deming’s school 11 weeks. Number of scholars attending 
school two weeks, 20; average altendance, 15. Number over 16 years of age, 2; under 
16,18. This is the third term of school this teacher has kept in town, in all of which she 
has met with excellent success, both as regards discipline and method of instruction.— 


Number of visits by citizens, 2. 
DINTRICT No. Ul. 


Rufus Carlton, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 80,40. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 30.—The summer term 
was taught by Miss PriscitLa Cuapin, who succeeded well in governing her school and 
imparting instruction adapted to the capacity ofher pupils ‘The deportment and improve- 
ment of the scholars was satisfactory to the committee. Length of school 12 weeks.— 
Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 23—all under 16 years of age. 

Miss Ursuta A. Sanborn instructed the school the winter term. The discipline was 
good—no whispering was observed, and the indications of improvement suchas to merit 
commendation. Length of school 14 weeks. Number of scholars attending school two 
weeks, 29. Under 16 years of age, 20; over 16,9. Number of visits by prudential com- 
mittee, 3; number by the citizens, 7. ‘ 


DINTRICT No. 12. 


Abner Stowell, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 63,60. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 20.—A school of 16 weeks 
was taught in the summer by Miss Susan LarHe® A good degree of interest was mani- 
fested by both teacher and pupils,and a laudabie improvement made. Number ofschol- 
ars attending school two weeks, 12; average attendance, 10U—all under 16 years of age. 

The winter school was instructed by Miss ANN E. Towne. The scholars passed a 
good examination. ‘There was a prompiness in answering questions which was much 
admired. Length of school 16 weeks Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 
12; average attendance, 11. Number under 16 years of age, 11; over 16 years of age, 1. 
17 visits were made by the citizens during the year; none by the prudential committee. 


DISTRICT No. 13. 


_ Joseph Gage, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 66,96. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 22.—The summer school 
was taught by Miss Mary WeBsreER. The appearance of the school was respectable.— 
Length of school 12 weeks. Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 17; ayerage 
attendance, 15. wey 
The winter term of this school was taught by Miss Mary ANN AINSWORTH. Miss 
Ainsworth discharged her duties with energy and fidelity, and the improvement of her 
scholars was such as always attends sound instruction. Length of school 10 weeks.— 
Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 19; average attendance 18. Number of 
scholars not attending any where,1. Number of visits by prudential committee during 


the year, 2; by citizens, 14. 
DISTRICT No. 14. 


George W. Lathrop, prudential committee.. Amount of money apportioned to this dis- 
trict, $66,96. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 22.—Miss A. M, 
AUSTIN teacher ofthe summer school. We found Miss Austin’s school well managed, 
and the improvement of her school praiseworthy. Length of school 12 weeks. Number 
of scholars attending school two weeks 21; average attendance, 18. ; 

The winter school was taught for nine weeks by Miss NovEs, when for some reason 

-not known to your committee, she abandoned it. Mr. Epwin A. THOMAS was employed 
to complete the term. Length of school 12 weeks. Number of scholars attending school — 
two weeks, 27; average attendance, 24, Number of visits by prudential committee during 
the year, 2; citizens none. 


7 DISTRICT No. 15. 


Timothy Nutting,’prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this eae 
$ 213,12. Number of scholars as enumerated by the seléctmen, 109.—Miss Emma O. 
Howaxzp had charge of this school the summer term. She was a faithful and zealous 


: 
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teacher, and as much improvement was made as could have been expected owing to the 

large number of scholars and inconvenient house. Length of school 14 weeks. Number 
_ of scholars attending school two weeks, 64—all under 16 years of age. 

The school during the winter was divided into primary and principal. The primary 
department was instructed by Miss Emma O. Howagp, who deserves credit for main- - 
taining good order and advancing her pupils in the elementary branches of education.— 
Length of school 11 weeks. Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 43 ; average 
attendance, 40—all under 16 years of age. - 

The principal department was under the charge of Mr. Witttam G. Wyman, whose 
gentlemanly appearance, and correct moral deportment, exerted a happy and controlling 
influence over the minds of his pupils. The method of instruction was familiar and prac- 
tical, andthe improvement all that could reasonably be expected, Length of school 12 
weeks. Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 45; average attendance, 41.— 
Number of scholars under 16 years of age, 7. Number of visits made by prudential com- 
mittee during the year, 8; number by the citizens, 120. This speaks well for No. 15, and 
shows the influence of a new school-house. 


District No. 16. 


Amount of money apportioned to this district, $30. No scholars, consequently no school. 


DISTRICT No. 17. 


Nathaniel Tolles, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 436,56. Number of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 242. Three schools were 
sustained in this district. The principal schooi was under the care of Miss R. H. Dustin, 
during the summer term. ‘The course of instruction in this school was thorough and sys- 
tematic, the deportment of the scholars correct, and their progress rapid. Length of school 
15 weeks. Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 33. 

Mr. OrviILLE SirH taught this school the winter term. The school was under a rigid 
discipline, the advantages of which were apparent in the close application and improve- 
ment of the pupils. Length of school .16 weeks. Number of scholars attending school 
two weeks, 62; average attendance, 40. ‘ 

One of the primary schools was taught both summer and winter terms by Miss S. N. 
Pierce. Excellent order was maintained, much skill and ability was exhibited in the. 
management and instruction of this school, and the improvement ofthe scholurs corre- 
sponded with the fidelity of their teacher. Length of school 16 weeks. Number of schol- 
ars attending school two weeks, 50. Length of winter school 16 weeks. Number of 
scholars attending school two weeks, 50; average attendance, 38. The other primary 
schoo] was taught by Miss Mary E. Dimonp. This school made great improvement.— 
Miss Dimond seemed to enter into the spirit of her business and to gain the entire confi- 
dence ofher pupils. Length of summer school 15 weeks. Number of scholars attending 
school two weeks, 48. Length of winter school 16 weeks. Number attending school two 
weeks, 48; average attendance, 39—all under 16 years of age. ‘The schools in this district 
were visited by the prudential committee 3 times each term; number of visits by the citi- 
zens during the year, 15. 

No whispering or any other method of communication was permitted in any of the 
schools in this district, to which we attribute much of their success and usefulness. 


“DISTRICT No. 18. 


James Sperry, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$ 124,08. umber of scholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 56.—Miss S. P. GatTEs 
kept the school] during the summer. She has had charge of some six or seven terms of 
school in this town in different districts, and always with well-marked success. Length 
of school 13 weeks. Whole number of scholars, 32; average attendance, 26. 

Mr. A«D. Howarp was instructor during the winterterm. Length of school 13 weeks. 
Whole number of scholars, 47; average attendance, 39. Number over 16 years of age, 
8; under 16 years of age, 39. There was a good degree of vivacity and sprightliness dis-. 
piers by the members of this school. The classes acquitted themselves very reputably 
at the final examination; order parental, yet firm and decided. Number of visits to this 
school by prudential committee and citizens, 4. 


District No. 19. 


Solon C. Grannis, prudential committee. Amount of money apportioned to this district, 
$73,68. Number ofscholars as enumerated by the selectmen, 26.—Miss IsaBELL DEMING 
taught the school inthe summer. The exercises atour last visit to this schoo! were cred- 
itable to both teacher and pupils. Length of school 12 weeks. Number of scholars at- 
tending school two weeks, 11; average attendance, 7. 

The winter school was taught by Mr. Enwin A. Toomas. Length of school 9 weeks. 
Number of scholars attending school two weeks, 20; average attendance, 16. Under 16 
years of age, 12; over 16,8. Mr. Thomas is a thorough and able teacher. His classes 
appeared exceedingly well. Great attention was paid to orthography, enunciation and 
inflection—subjects quite often neglected. Number of visits by citizens during the year, 
4; prudential committee none. 
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REMARKS. : 


Our schools for.the past year have been better than in previous years. We have notic- 
ed a gradual improvement for several years—the causes of which are various. We will 
mention but a few. More than three-fourths of our teachers, during the official year now 
closed, have previously taught school in this town, and most of them in the same distriets. 
This we besieve has added much to the benefit of the schools. There has not been a sin- 
gle failtire where our tried-and approved teachers have been employed. Another reason 
assigned why our schools have been of a higher order, is evinced in the fact that many 
more visits have been made to them this year, than in years past. The whole number of 
visits during the year, aside from those made by the Superintending School Committee, 
have been 350;,by Superintending School Committee, 157.. The effects of which have 
been most cheering and salutary, to all concerned. 


School-Houses. 


The school-house in District No. 2, has been repaired at an expense of about $ 375,00, 
rendering it comfortable and convenient, and quite wel] adapted to the wants of the dis- 
trict. In District No. 15 a new, beautiful and commodious school-house has been erected 
at an expense of about $2,000, consisting of two spacious well arranged and well venti- 
lated school-rvoms, and al) other necessary apartments, which reflects much credit upon 
its inhabitants. A few more of a similar character, in Districts No. 3, 4, 6,10 and 17, we 
think would tell quite as well for the intelligence, enterprise and philanthropy of those 
districts, as the miserable dilapidated apologies, whichgare now occupied by them. 


Physical Education. 


~ This subject we deem of sufficient importance to demand our attention. For the laws 
of life and health are so little understood, as many times to render but a momentary effect 
upon all the tender cares bestowed upon our intellectual natures. We believe that the 
study of physiology should be introduced into all of our schools. The feeble health and 

delicate constitutions at the present day, compared with that of our ancestry, cannot have 
escaped the attention of any careful observer. And does any one say that this is an un- 
alterable decree of Deity, that man is free from guilt in this matter, We believe not— 
How often have we heard it remarked that a lovely bud of promise -had been snatched 
away by a wonderful dispensation of divine providence. But is this the case? the thought 
is impious. Much rather might we say it was a wonderful dispensation of human folly. 
To parents and teachers this subject presents itself with peculiar force. By a correct 
understanding of it they are taught that the pale faced, delicate little child who is all am- 
bition, and applies himself to his studies uncéasingly, is fast yielding to the great destroy- 
er, death; and unless his intellectual excitement is relieved and his physical nature invig- 
orated, he will soon wither and die. They would understand that those ofa different 
temperament need much to excite them to intellectual activity. They would be more 
careful that they receive proper food and drink, and that they were suitably clad. They 
would take greater pains fora more thorough ventilation, knowing the impossibility of 
breathing the same heated atmosphere, without serious injury. They would send their 
children and pupils oftener from their confinement. They would look upon their sports 
and play with pleasure and delight. They would attend to a thousand circumstances 
which would otherwise be neglected, the neglect of which would be productive of num- 
berless evils. a 


+ 


Moral Culture. 


This is a subject to which we alluded in our report of last year. And we would ever 
ask ‘permission so to do as long as we have the superintendence of our town’s beloved 
children and youth. The common school ean teach moral lessons to the young with an 
irresistible power. In their tender years they are alive to sympathy and goodness. Be- 
fore they become hardened and embittered by the allurements and collisions ofafter-life, 

Jet us, in heaven’s name, rescue them, if we can, from their impending fate. Then will 
our common school system, permeated by a new and invigorating element, produce fruits 
worthy of the age in which we live. Then will intemperance and crime diminish, soci- 
ety become more pure and stable, and the aggregate of human happiness be greatly in- 
creased. J.et us see that so desirable an object is accomplished—we can do it—we must 
do it—and the blessings of thousands will be ours—yea more, the benediction of the 
Great Architect of the Universe will attend us. ‘ 

WM. M. LADD, Superiniending 
NATHANIEL fortss,| School ; 
MILON C. McCLURE, Committee. 
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